LETTER  TO  CODRT
64.    We transmit an address to Your Honourable Court from Major
3ist January 1785.    Nicolls* and a COPY of his letter to our Board.    His
original application for restoration to his proper
rank, founded on your orders of March 1775 which he has quoted, and
our minutes thereon are referred to in the margin.
65.    We   were   extremely   concerned   that   we   did   not   deem   our
authority sufficient to restore this valuable officer to* the rank which he
claims.    As we cannot but feel for the distress of his situation in serving
under officers whom he had commanded with the highest credit to himself
during the whole war with Gossim Ally Cawn, his conduct in which, and
particularly  at  the  battle of Buxar,  entitles him  to
General Stibbeit        every mark of favor from you, we therefore earnestly
Colonel Morgan etc.,    beg to recommend your attention  to his solicitation
to Major Nicolls.         as we are of opinion that he would be an acquisition
to your service in the high rank which, from his
length of service, he is entitled to; and in support of our recommendation
we beg leave to adduce the several testimonials which have been given of
Major1 Nicolls' merit by his superior officers as noted in the margin, copies
of which go numbers in this packet.
66.    Having   found   it   necessary   to   enlarge   the   cantonments   at
Barrackpore, and a tender of a bungaloe and 200 begas of ground, con-
tiguous  to that station,  having been  made  to us we  were  induced  co
purchase the same at an appraisement.
67.    This addition to the cantonments of Barrackpore will add much
to the healthiness of the station, and will be attended with other conse-
quences beneficial to the service and the good discipline of the troops as
it will afford the Commander in Chief an  occasional residence  at  the
cantonments.
68.    The usual period for relieving your army  stations being very
near your Commander in Chief intimated his intention of issuing the
necessary orders provided we approved the measure, knowing as we do the
necessity of preventing, as much as possible, the large continuance of your
troops in any particular place we immediately gave our consent; and to
afford every assistance in our power for carrying this measure into execu-
tion we directed all advances from our treasury to be stopped until the
army arrears, which were very heavy, should be materially reduced.
69.   The contract  for  keeping  the  cantonments  of  Dinapore   and
Berhampore in repair expiring on the ist October we thought proper to
advertise for fresh proposals in the usual mode, agree-
34 ugus.           akiy to the letter of your orders. We have acceded
to the lowest that were offered (security for the due performance of
engagements being previously taken), and we are happy
to acquaint you that the business will be executed for
the next three years at the reduced rate of thirty six
thousand, jftvacupees, per annum by Mr, D. J. Cameron, one of the King's